THE

- TURNING POINT

March 29 — Aprii 1, 1972

.\i

" Welcome to the second meating of the National Sing-~

Gut Action Council.

For the next two days, we will be working to change
the downward course of Sing-Cut nationwide and renew
the surge of "Up With People" spirit which captured
many of us in the 60s. Hence our theme, "The Turning
Point“. , : :

\

The first step in "The Turning Point" is the NSOAC, a-

national organization designed to bring about better

~communication and a renewed spirit of dedication to

3ing~-Qut and to each other. But the NSOAC -is only the
first step. :

The strength of Sing-CGut, and the real test of "The
Turning Point" lies in local casts. Until we are building

‘successful and useful local casts, and through them

better communities, we are not reaching our geals.

[
Those of us here this weekend must be the links to take
the spirit of Sing~Out back home to our own casts. For
each of us, the most impertant task is not whatever new
job we may find here, but an old job that was there all
along - making Sing-Out work in our own communities.
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xh@ ‘oélewan ig a brief “ouk ﬁomprehens;vefhxatory of the Sing-
Sk ﬂmVeweﬁ& from its ingception to the preseni as reaserches and
written Ly Roger < Ruover ‘af - 5ing-Out VaLuntee&s - Knoxvilie,
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The roots of ;h= presenh day aingnOut movemeut can be traced back

“Eooan exﬁerzanue of a. young American minister ovar sixty years

azq~ Prank Nakthan Daniel Buchman was an ordained Lutheran nin'ste
who had run a hcsplce for underprivileged young men in Philadelphi

%“tev a :bnan ial dispute with the board of directors, he angrily
::lﬁ'hz(h o . ’ ) : :

,an 5L treat near &eswx;k Englard Buchman went through s profouns
':eﬁzg¢3uﬁ nxpnrlence. Aftahwards he wrote letters apologlzing ke

the directors of thg hospice and retuzned ko Lhe United sStates as

L OICA directer at Pennsylvania State College. liere he developed his

ideus and metheds for converting people to Luxiat&anlty. Later he

gan travelling over the werld, gathering folilowers arcund b
formala of "guidancey from God, and four akooiuvte standards of
tﬁ?ca vonesty p"r& -y and Uu:elfLShhéSJG :

Ahe:f was erma‘ sryanication at this time -~ Buchman called
Lhe gooupy A First Cenhury Christian Fellowship”. The press bﬁadﬂ
thg *hnAk;t;e@ "Rochmanism” and "Buchwanites',

as ahe'numLer of followers xncreaepd conversion methods changed.
instead of strictly personal encountersg thers develcped "housa-
parties” at which. conv rts came together, had guidance, shared

}gané*ienhes, c&nfessed sins,; and tiied to convert guests.,

In the thi:ties tne movement began to be known as the “Oxford

‘Group”, after a sign on a train identifying some Buchman followers

from Oxfurd, Large auditor um-. rallles replared the houseparties.

A* the douds of WOrliWar Ia gathered, Buchmarn. came up with a new

nan@ for the movement -~ Moral Re-Armament, or MRA. Literature,
tage plays, and musicais became favorite communications media as

"the amphasis f the movement shifted from religion to ideology:

the idea was to overcome political adversaries with moral strength.

. Aformer British xourﬁalmst _Peter Howard, became a leading irritey
and xpeaker for MRA. He headed ‘the movement from Br. Buchman's

deatn in 1961 to his own in 1965.

,.In the smmmer of 1985 at a MRA youth conference at Mackinac
~Island, Michigan, Sing-Out '65 was organized. Although originally
flntended as a one~time show, it soon developed into three inter-
‘national travealing casts and hundréds of local Sing-Out casts,
‘*nvalving thousands. of young people. These Sing~Out casts used =

music and "speak-outs” to present their ideas for changing men and

‘the world, Large "World Slng~0ut Festivals" and visits from travel-

*inq cast mnmbers aided ln trazning loca& cast members.
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 Brief History, continued
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Up Wlth People, Inc., was organized in 1968 to largely replace
Moral Re-Armament in the United States. Most of the old MRA
organization came into Up With People. Although the change was
described as "a change in name but not in Aim", there was no
longer as much drive for changing the world or presenting an
ideological message. The emphasis of Up With People, Inc. was
on the education of those within it.

Up With People, Inc. gradually abandoned any support of local
Sing-Out casts, noting that they no longer had the funds or the
personnel to manage such a program.

The local Sing-Out’ movement almost collapsed -- but some casts
held on, and attempts are being made to regenerate Sing-Outs
as a moving force in the United States.

Various regional- act;on councils have existed for a few years to
improve communication and organization. In the fall of 1971 the
National Sing-Out Action Council was formed to reunite the Sing-
Cuts of the country and reestablish a moral basis for their move-
ment. Representatives from Sing-Outs all over the nation are now
meeting and planning to remake the world!

It's Up to Us

Those of us assembled here this weekend are Sing-Out‘’s thinkers -
and doers. We know what we don't like about the way things have
been going in the past, and we know what we want to change and
where we want to go. But if we don't do it, it won't be done!

This weekend can be just another fun weekend conference where we
all kick some ideas around and then go home to the same old rut.
Or it can be a launching pad for something better - the beginning
of a new start for Simg~Out across the country. We have no National
cast to fall back on - no directors to blame when things go wrong.
Weé are the leaders. We can't stop here. The energy and ideas we
pour into Sing-Out in the next few months and year are going to
determine its success or failure. It's up to us!




Purposes Ve believe that there is greatness in all people, Oz aim 18 to
draw out that greatness, amd to ixgaove the world by changing ourselves.

Objectives for 1972:

1.

2e

3.

5,

5
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7
8.

9.

10,

11,
12,

To set up a national action council that will tackle the problems of local
Sing=-0gt casts and work as a wmified fores to solve them,

To set up regional action councils in each geographical area in the United
States that will give all local casts a chance to participate in Joint
ﬂmtsfwthirmgoduﬂtomccmgethmtomlizethaw
of awch joint efforts.

To compile a complete, up~to=date mailing list of all Sing-Out casts and
individuals Interested in Sing-Out and to use this list to set up a2 national
commmication systen.

Tohﬁlploealmtatomﬂmtarﬂmﬂtomnmethemonuhichsmsm
was founded.

To revive, practice, and prech the idea that a change in the world begine
with a change in yourself.

To hold our first ammual national) confarence for all Sing-Out members in the

United States designed to teach the history, purposes, and ideals of Sing«Out,
inprove our methods of commmicating these poposes and ideals, and help local
casts to ses other casts not as rivals ut as equals working together toward
common goals.

To publish a momthly national newslettex.

To assist in writing, copyrighting, publishing, distrituting, and producing a
complete new show for local casts.

Tﬁmomgolwumtmmtomimtnthmayplmumofsmg-mt
eas.

To introduce the concept ani purpose of Sing-Out to new arvess of the nation,
and to help in the sstahiishment and zrowth of new local casts.

To revitalize all. 1ocal Sing-Outs,

To tuild a force of dedieated young people who can grow beyond selfish motives,
class and race tarriers, and national mrejudices to become citizsens of the world,




